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Linda Barnes Retires After 37 Years of Service
A Lifetime Living Matthew 25: 35-36

	 House of Peace Site Manager Linda 
Barnes recently announced her retirement 
from her position this June. Thirty-seven years 
ago, Capuchin Br. Booker Ashe hired Linda to 
work as a social worker, a position then funded 
by Catholic Charities. When funding ran out 
seventeen years later, Linda was hired by the 
Capuchins to continue providing social work 
services at the House of Peace.

	 The House of Peace is a ministry of the 
Capuchins based on Matthew 25:35-36. It reads: 
35 For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty, and you gave me drink, a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36 naked and you clothed 
me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you 
visited me. When Capuchin Brother Mark Carrico 
served as Ministry Director, he also emphasized 
this Bible verse as the rationale for every service 
offered at the House of Peace. 

	 Linda said, “To this day, when I give groups 
tours of the building, I explain how each program 
brings this bible verse to life.” Throughout her 
career, Linda has helped thousands of people 
access food boxes, clothing, and other resources. 
Linda was responsible for the direct help 
program. When guests come who have lost their 
housing due to a fire or are facing eviction, Linda 
helps them to find new housing with limited 
financial support from Capuchin Community 
Services. 

	 “This is my purpose and my walk in life,” 
Linda said. “I didn’t know it when I started, but 
I have realized it in prayer over almost forty 
years.” Linda shares her walk not only at the 
House of Peace but in her entire life with many 
of the House of Peace’s neighbors. “After growing 
up in Mississippi, I graduated from college, 
moved to Chicago, and then Milwaukee. I had a 

 In 2005 Linda visited St. Pius X 
Parish in Wauwatosa to thank people for 

holding a holiday food drive.

 In 2011 Linda began a series of 
empowerment classes for House of 

Peace guests.. 

 In 2015 Capuchin Fr. Perry McDonald 
(L) and  then Archbishop Jerome Listecki 

(R) listen as Linda speaks.

Page 1 - 	 Linda Barnes Retires

Page 2 - 	 Volunteer Opportunities

		  Br. Henryk’s Column

		  Capuchin Walk Update

Page 3 - 	 Linda Barnes retirement (continued) 

Page 4 - 	 CCS’s Impact by the numbers

		  Hygiene Bag Drives begin

		  Men of Christ Booth

Table of Contents Continued - Pg 3

https://www.capuchincommunityservices.org/en/donate/monetary-donations/
https://www.capuchincommunityservices.org/en/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6GcHWkdSUqqlRLSNSCgRMA
https://www.instagram.com/capuchincommunityservices/
https://www.facebook.com/CapuchinCommunityServices
https://www.facebook.com/CapuchinCommunityServices
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6GcHWkdSUqqlRLSNSCgRMA
http://
http://


Where Does Home Begin?
by Br. Henryk Cisowski, OFM Capuchin 
Ministry Director

WORKS OF MERCY

Saint Ben’s Community Meal 
needs volunteers from Sunday 
to Thursday. The House of 
Peace seeks morning food 
pantry and afternoon clothing 
volunteers. Find these and other 
opportunities online:

House of Peace -

ofmcap.cc/
HouseOfPeaceVolunteers

St. Ben’s Community Meal -

ofmcap.cc/StBensVolunteer

Questions? Contact:

Corday Sterling,  			 
Volunteer Coordinator

Phone: 414-509-8463 

Email: csterling@thecapuchins.org 

 Support our ministry: www.CapuchinCommunityServices.org/Donate or by mail to PO Box 412, Milwaukee WI 53201-0412

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

St. Ben's Community 
Meal

House of Peace
&

The House of Peace: Donations 
are accepted from 8:30 am 
to 3:30 pm, Monday through 
Friday. To deliver, please ring 
the doorbell then return to your 
vehicle. Staff will assist with 
unloading and provide a receipt. 

Saint Ben’s Meal: Donations 
are accepted from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm, Monday through Friday. 
To deliver, please ring the large 
doorbell next to the Meal Hall 
doors, and then return to your 
vehicle. Staff will assist with 
unloading and provide a receipt. 

IN-KIND DONATIONS

St. Ben's Community 
Meal

House of Peace
&

	 Each year, the opening 
of the Warming Center at the 
beginning of December marks an 
important moment in our service 
to the most vulnerable and those 
most in need. This year’s extreme 
cold meant that for more than 
a week, our doors were rarely 
closed — day 
or night. 
There were 
days when 
we provided 
shelter for as 
many as 80 
people.

	 The 
Warming 
Center is not 
only a warm 
and safe place. It is also a space 
of encounter. Because of the 
Warming Center, we now spend 
much more time together than 
before, when our contact was 
limited mainly to meals and the 
opportunity to take a shower. 
Not all of this time is filled with 
conversation. Often, simply being 
together opens us to one another 
more deeply than words.

	 One detail especially 
caught my attention: the way our 
guests organized their personal 
space. Some carefully made their 
beds, neatly arranging sheets, 
blankets, and pillows. Others, 
without much concern, lay down 

on the cots without preparing a 
bed at all, resting their heads on a 
bag filled with bedding.

	 This difference made me 
realize something important. A 
home is not only something that 
exists in physical space. Home is 

also an idea 
— an inner 
image we 
carry within 
ourselves — 
which then 
takes shape 
in a particular 
place: a shelter 
bed, a hotel 
room, or one’s 

own four walls.

	 But what if someone 
carries no image of home at all? 
What if they never had one, or 
lost it long ago? What good is a 
bed, an apartment, even a house, 
if one does not know how to 
dwell, how to live in a place as 
“home”?

	 Many institutions help 
people secure housing — and we 
are grateful for their work. Yet I 
have the sense that there are still 
too few who help people learn 
how to dwell — walking patiently 
with those who have forgotten 
what home is, or who have never 
truly known it. 

Linda Barnes to retire - continued from page 1

 Br. Henryk thanks Archbishop Grob, (R) and 
volunteers for helping serve the Christmas meal.

 	 The 21st Annual Capuchin Walk for the Hungry will be held on 
Friday, June 12, 2026, at Polish Fest. The program starts at 6 pm, and 
the walk at 7 pm. Over 1,000 people are expected to walk with the 
Capuchin Franciscan friars to defeat hunger. Watch your mail for our 
annual postcard announcing when registration opens. (Approx: 4/1)

Capuchin Walk Registration Opens Soon
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college roommate who lived here, 
and I really liked the city. I look 
forward to spending my retirement 
here with my children and 
grandchildren.”

	 “We look at people holistically 
here,” Linda said. “I can’t solve every 
issue every guest has, but I always 
try to give people hope. We have 
offered empowerment classes on 
different topics, and it’s always 
gratifying when someone stops 
by to tell me that these classes 
changed their lives for good.”

	 Linda continued, “I remember 
so many guests we helped and 
those we supported in their 
struggles. Several times, I have 
met women who were victims of 
domestic violence in Chicago and 
came here with their kids. We help 
them resettle, and several have 
found good jobs to support their 
families.” Linda smiled and said, 
“The donors who make this possible 
share in the blessing of these good 
works. I thank them all for their 
love.”

	 Beyond making an impact 
on our guests’ lives, Linda has 
also made a significant impact on 
many staff members. Capuchin 
Community Services tries to hire 
from the community it serves. “I 
remember Keisha, who worked 
for us and went on to create her 
own business,” Linda said. “And 
I remember Shirelle, who used 
the Capuchins’ tuition assistance 
program to finish school. Today she 
has a good job in healthcare.”

	 Linda added, “I believe God 
gives us insight into people, and 
you can see some strengths in 
them that they don’t recognize. It 
takes a lot of listening to really be 
of service.” Others have seen Linda 
at work and have celebrated the 

strengths she has shared with the 
ministry over the years.

	 Gerri Sheets-Howard retired 
as Ministry Director after working 
with Linda for 18 years. She said, 
“Linda has been an exceptional 
social worker by fulfilling her 
responsibilities of advocacy, 
counseling, and offering guest 
educational programing.  For thirty-
seven years she has interacted with 
each guest with professionalism, 
compassion, joy, and peace; 
empowering each guest with hope.”

	 Vanessa Baldwin is an 
instructional Accademic Staff 
member leading the UWM-
Community Health and Wellness 
Center at the House of Peace. 
Vanessa said, “If I were to describe 
you to our Lord, I would use 3 
words and in this order: 

•	 Dedicated
•	 Committed
•	 Disciple 

You were there. And at the 
forefront of perseverance. Not only 
have you been a fantastic leader 
and dedicated to the cause, but a 
positive force in my life, whom I 
graciously call FRIEND.”

Many of our guests, staff, 
volunteers and friars have also 
called Linda friend as she worked 
for their benefit each day of the 
last 37 years. As the friars say, “ad 
multos annos, Linda!”

 In 2013, Linda began to work at 
St. Ben’s Meal signing up guests.

In 2020, Linda reworked the 
flow of the food pantry so during 

the pandemic people could safely 
receive food for their families.

In 2022, Linda continued her 
history of service by helping moms 

pick out toys, books and winter 
wear for their children. 

In November, 2025, retired 
Milwaukee Bucks player 

Michael Redd participated in the 
Thanksgiving distribution. Michael 

has been a longtime supporter.

https://thecapuchins.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/HouseOfPeace
https://thecapuchins.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/HouseOfPeace
https://thecapuchins.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/SaintBenMinistry
mailto:csterling%40thecapuchins.org?subject=February%20Capuchin%20Bread%20Volunteer%20Column


St. Ben’s Community Meal
930 W State St

Milwaukee, WI 53233
414 271 0135

House of Peace
1702 W Walnut St

Milwaukee,WI 53205
414 933 1300
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Facebook.com/CapuchinCommunityServices

	 YouTube.com/CapuchinCommunityServicesOrg

instagram.com/capuchincommunityservices/
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Connect with us!
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Join us at our booth!

Hygiene Supplies Drives
Bags Available for Groups

	 As the impact statement to the 
left indicates, each year CCS provides 
over 1,800 hygiene bags at the House of 
Peace and St. Ben’s Community Meal. 
We must stop distributing when we 
run out of donations. Please consider 
hosting a drive at your workplace, 
school, neighborhood, or house of 
worship.

	         We often receive 
both travel-size 
and household-size 
bottles of shampoo, 
mouthwash, and 
similar products. 
Guests who come to 
the House of Peace 
receive housing, 
and we distribute 

larger items to them. Those we serve 
at St. Ben’s Community Meal are often 
homeless, and we give them the travel-
size items.

	 For more information, please 
get in touch with us at dhatcher@
thecapuchins.org or (414) 933-1300. 
Please share how many bags you 
would like, the dates of 
your drive (if you would 
like a speaker), and the 
delivery address. Scan 
the QR code or visit:
ofmcap.cc/CCS-Hygiene.

Save 20% with code MOC20Virtue

MENOFCHRIST.NET

          The Capuchin Spiritual Center 
will have a booth at the Men of Christ 
Conference. If you attend, please visit 
us on the second level at table 27.

2025 Impact = #148,455*

January - December 2025

*C
ap

u
ch

in
 C

o
m

m
u

n
it

y 
S

e
rv

ic
e

s 
co

u
n

ts
 t

im
e

s 
vi

si
te

d
 n

o
t 

in
d

iv
id

u
al

s 
se

rv
e

d
. S

o
m

e
 

in
d

iv
id

u
al

s 
re

ce
iv

e
 s

e
rv

ic
e

 o
n

ce
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
rs

 m
o

re
 f

re
q

u
e

n
tl

y.

Meals served in the Meal Hall

St. Ben’s 
Community 
Meal’s served 
meals & the 
House of Peace 
Food Pantry 
groceries 
distributed.

Feeding People

Social Work Services

40,024

Numbers Supported with Social Work Services26,152

96,146

Emergency Food 
Pantry

22,938

Services Delivered

Resource Distribution
26,157

Fresh Bread Table
11,469

Fresh Vegetable 
Table

11,469

Thanksgiving Food 
Boxes

1,200
Christmas Food 
Boxes

1,400
Gallons of Milk 
Distributed

7,646

Clothes Closet
10,458

Hygiene Bags 
Distributed

1,867
Bus Tickets for Medical 
Visits & Job Interviews

495

Personal Care 
Services Received

60
Laundry Visits
2,050

Showers Provided
6,480

Children received 
Christmas Toys

2,450
Parent Support Services 
(Diapers, Formula, etc.)

1,440
Families Received 
Pet Food

857

Birth Certificates
920

Prescription Co-Pays
5,927

Empowerment 
Sessions

3,430

Households Receiving 
Children’s Books

3,726
Direct Help (Financial & 
Resource Assistance)

3,130
Children Received 
School Supplies

603
Guest Nights 
for Warming 
Center

8,416

Capuchin Community Services ◆ 1702 W Walnut St, Milwaukee, WI 53205 ◆ (414) 933-1300
www.capuchincommunityservices.org ◆ ccs@thecapuchins.org
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