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Donor and Volunteer Baker Commits All
Almost 50 years of support and service

	 In 1978, Esther read a newspaper story that 
mentioned Br. Booker Ashe, OFM Cap. and the 
House of Peace. That began a 47-year-long journey 
of support for the Capuchins and their mission to 
provide food to those in need.

	 Esther was a waitress 
at a local country club and 
still lives in Milwaukee.  
“When I read about Br. 
Booker, I was still working, 
so I donated money when 
I could. After I retired, I 
began to bake cookies to 
donate,” she said. “First, I 
was baking for the House 
of Peace, then someone 
told me that the guests at 
St. Ben’s Community Meal 
would appreciate cookies 
for dessert.”

	 “It made me happy to 
know that homeless people 
could receive one of my 
cookies as they leave the meal hall. Cookies are 
an easy snack for later that a homeless person 
can put into their jacket pocket.”

	 Sharon Goldberger from Temple Shalom 
volunteers at St. Ben’s Community Meal. The 
temple also sends a group to serve a meal once 
per month. She said, “I live very close to Esther.  

As she is in her 90s, I offered to pick up the 
cookies for her.” Sharon marveled, “Before that, 
Esther was using her cane and then a walker to 
take the bus from our neighborhood to travel 
to St. Ben’s with her donation of cookies. What 
dedication Esther has!”

	 Br. Henryk Cisowski, 
OFM Cap., Ministry Director, 
also learned of Esther’s 
sacrificial giving. He has 
visited her a few times 
and, as a fellow committed 
baker, shared some of his 
bread with her. Esther has 
met a few of the friars over 
the years and remembered 
Brothers Perry McDonald 
and Robert Wotypka fondly.

	 Esther shared some 
of her wisdom as a donor 
to the Capuchins and as 
someone who wants to 
help people who have 

less. “When I retired 20 years ago, I had a small 
amount of money to live on the rest of my life. I 
thought that this might be tough. However, God 
has blessed me. Every time I am generous, God 
blesses me in return,” Esther said. “Every time 
I give money away, God blesses me with more. 
The scriptures are true, His generosity can’t be 
outdone.” 
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MAIL UPDATE: 

CAPUCHIN COMMUNITY SERVICES RECENTLY 
CLOSED OUR POST OFFICE BOX 5830 AND OPENED 

PO BOX 412, MILWAUKEE, WI 53201-0412. 

PLEASE DESTROY AND RECYCLE ANY REMAINING 
PO BOX 5830 ENVELOPES. 

 L to R: Sharon Goldberger, Esther and Br. Henryk 
Cisowski, OFM Cap.
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Called & Sent Forth
by Br. Henryk Cisowski, OFM Capuchin 
Ministry Director

WORKS OF MERCY

Saint Ben’s Community Meal 
needs volunteers from Sunday 
to Thursday. The House of 
Peace seeks morning food 
pantry and afternoon clothing 
volunteers. Find these and other 
opportunities online:

House of Peace -

ofmcap.cc/
HouseOfPeaceVolunteers

St. Ben’s Community Meal -

ofmcap.cc/StBensVolunteer

Questions? Contact:

Corday Sterling,  			 
Volunteer Coordinator

Phone: 414-509-8463 

Email: csterling@thecapuchins.org 
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VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

St. Ben's Community 
Meal

House of Peace
&

The House of Peace: Donations 
are accepted from 8:30 am 
to 3:30 pm, Monday through 
Friday. To deliver, please ring 
the doorbell then return to your 
vehicle. Staff will assist with 
unloading and provide a receipt. 

Saint Ben’s Meal: Donations 
are accepted from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm, Monday through Friday. 
To deliver, please ring the large 
doorbell next to the Meal Hall 
doors, and then return to your 
vehicle. Staff will assist with 
unloading and provide a receipt. 

IN-KIND DONATIONS

St. Ben's Community 
Meal

House of Peace
&

	 This year’s Capuchin 
Walk for the Hungry was a 
very special experience for me. 
I haven’t missed a single one 
since I arrived in Milwaukee (this 
was my fourth), but as someone 
wisely said, “where you sit 
determines what you see.” And 
this year, I saw 
it all through a 
different lens. 

	 First of 
all, a multitude 
of participants. 
Our bright 
t-shirts helped 
us spot one 
another in the 
sea of people at 
Polish Fest. I saw 
many familiar 
faces, as well as many I had never 
seen before. Yet we were all 
there in the same place, for the 
same reason — and that created 
a powerful sense of unity and 
strength. 

	 It reminded me of what 
God once said in the Book of 
Genesis: “while they are one 
people and all have the same 
language... nothing they presume 
to do will be out of their reach” 
(Gen. 11:6). We stood together 
with one heart and one concern 
for those in need — and when 

something is rooted in God’s love, 
it simply can’t fail. 

	 A man I didn’t know, 
wearing this year’s Walk t-shirt, 
came up to me and said: “We’re 
here for you.” Luckily, the English 
word “you” leaves room for 

interpretation, 
and I didn’t take 
it personally. I 
knew exactly 
what he meant. 
This was the Walk 
for the Hungry, 
and in that you 
he included 
everyone: 

	 Those 
struggling to 
survive; those who 

respond to them every day with 
compassion and sacrifice, and 
everyone who makes up this big 
family, this community we call 
Capuchin Community Services — 
not by accident, but by intention. 

	 This community has 
strength. And since so many 
of us showed up — despite the 
wind, the cold, the threat of rain 
— I truly believe there is nothing 
we cannot do together. 

 Sr. Marcia Lunz, OSF presented a quilt 
made of Capuchin Walk T-shirts to Br. 
Henryk to mark the 20th anniversary.

Corday Sterling has been promoted to fill 
the position previously handled by Nicole 
Fair, who became a Case Manager. Corday 
often drove our van and picked up at 
various churches and organizations. Many 
volunteers will also know him from his work 
at the ministry sites. Welcome Corday!

Welcome New Staff

https://thecapuchins.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/HouseOfPeace
https://thecapuchins.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/HouseOfPeace
https://thecapuchins.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/SaintBenMinistry
mailto:csterling%40thecapuchins.org?subject=February%20Capuchin%20Bread%20Volunteer%20Column
https://www.capuchincommunityservices.org/en/donate/monetary-donations/


Capuchin Community Services Announces Staff Changes
New Pastoral Director, Case Management and Resource Services Added

 Br. Jose Vera is the new 
pastoral director serving at CCS.

Br. Jose Vera is a new pastoral director serving at Capuchin Community 
Services. Born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, Br. Jose discerned a call to the 
priesthood in his home diocese. “I decided that I wasn’t called to be in 
diocesan ministry and wasn’t sure what I was called to until I met a 
Capuchin friar in Denver, Colorado, at a friend’s wedding.”

Br. Jose smiled and said, “I was moved to discern with the Capuchins and 
was happy to learn that there was a large community in the Midwest.” Br. 
Jose is a lay friar in the process of becoming a priest. “My role at CCS is to 
handle some of the speaking requests that Br. Henryk receives. I served 
with CCS during my postulancy so I am looking forward to serving again.”

 Nicole Fair, former Volunteer 
Coordinator is a Case Manager.

Nicole Fair, was recently promoted to a newly created position. “I am the 
Case Manager,” Nicole said. “My job is to assist the guests with different 
needs. It can be something simple, such as obtaining clothing or food. 
Or it can be complex like accessing housing, writing job resumes, and 
applying for work.”

Nicole works out of St. Ben’s Community Meal. “I meet with guests when 
they come in to eat and also early in the day if that is a better schedule 
for them.” Recently Br. Jerry Smith, OFM Cap. and a social worker asked 
Nicole to help a mother and daughter find safe housing. Not only did she 
find them housing, she was also able to help three other women move in.

 Darryl Hatcher, former Admin. 
Asst. is a Resource Specialist..

Darryl Hatcher has been promoted from Administrative Assistant to 
Resource Specialist. Darryl explained, “CCS can offer a lot of resources, 
but there are things people need that we don’t have. For example, a couple 
lost their apartment and all their belongings in a fire down the street.”

Darryl continued, “They had been placed in an apartment by the airport. 
However, their lives were centered in the downtown area. We were able 
to help them get a new apartment near by and then assisted them in 
restocking their apartment. Our Clothes Closet program replaced a lot of 
their clothing. I was also able to help them find some household items so 
they could have a functional apartment again. They were very grateful.”

 Tom Isaacson is the new 
Kitchen Manager at St. Ben’s Meal.

Tom Isaacson is the new Kitchen Manager at St. Ben’s Community Meal. 
Tom has been working in Food Service for over 15 years, with half of that 
time spent in management positions. “I’ve done a lot of restaurants and 
catering, plus I worked in long-term care facilities,” he explained.

When asked what he has enjoyed the most so far, he immediately replied, 
“The sponsor groups!” He continued, “I enjoy meeting all these new people 
every day. My purpose is to serve people by providing good food. The 
sponsor groups share that mission, and I can see their heart of service.” 
Tom mentioned that among the guests are hungry children and that he 
always permits them to take seconds if they ask. 



St. Ben’s Community Meal
930 W State St

Milwaukee, WI 53233
414 271 0135

House of Peace
1702 W Walnut St

Milwaukee,WI 53205
414 933 1300
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Back to School Supplies Drive Begins
Several hundred children to be served

	 Since the House of Peace was founded 
in 1968, the Capuchins have supported 
neighborhood parents in helping their children 
achieve educational success. Each year, at least 
100 families with several hundred children apply 
to receive school supplies. When the distribution 
starts, parents enter the Br. Booker Ashe Room 
and start to select from a variety of supplies.

	 Each parent first selects a backpack for 
each child in their family. Then, based on their age 
and grade, they circulate the room and select the 
necessary supplies. Along with the school and art 
supplies needed, most parents are also expected 

by the schools to provide tissue paper and other 
hygiene supplies. Capuchin Community Services 
strives to provide all of these items, along with 
some children’s clothing. Gently used school 
uniforms are especially valued by many parents. 
	
	 If you can collect these items for us, please 
drop them off at the House of Peace by Monday, 
August 18, 2025. You can also visit the webpage 
below and use our Target or Amazon Gift 
Registry to purchase the items. Donated items 
purchased online can be shipped directly to: 
Linda Barnes, Site Manager, House of Peace, 
1702 W Walnut St, Milwaukee, WI 53205.

 On the day 
school supplies 
are distributed,  
volunteers help 
parents and 
students fill their 
new backpacks 
with school 
supplies.

 A student 
smiles knowing 

he is ready to 
start school next 

month.

Backpacks for K-8 grades Child Safety Scissors Loose-leaf Paper
#2 pencils, pkg. Colored Markers 3-ring binder
Pink Eraser Index Cards Spiral Notebooks
Ballpoint pens Combination Locks Construction Paper
Pencil Sharpener Pocket Folders Scotch Tape
Calculator Kleenex Crayons
Hi-Lighters Ruler Glue Sticks & Elmers Glue
Dry Erase Markers Pencil box or pouch Ear Buds
Colored Pencils Flash Drives Graph Paper

School Supplies Suggested Shopping List

► Scan this QR Code to visit 
the School Supply page on the 
CCS website.

Connect with us!
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