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“I had to put my head down so my kids wouldn’t see 
my tears,” Schynitha said. Schynitha lives on Social 

Security Disability and is raising her three children just a half 
block away from the House of Peace.

“When I heard we could attend 
the Breakfast with Baby Jesus 
I was so excited. I knew that 
there was a lot I couldn’t give my 
children at Christmas but with 
the help of the House of Peace 
and their donors we did have a 
wonderful holiday.”

Fr. Perry McDonald, Pastoral 
Director said, “Schynitha’s 
family is one of over 2 dozen 
households that enjoyed 
Christmas because of the 
kindness of the parishioners 
at St. Francis Borgia Parish, 
Cedarburg. They prepare a 
breakfast feast, sing Carols and 
put on a Christmas pageant.”

Schynitha smiled and said, “They 
provided each family with gifts 
for the children so they’d have 
something to enjoy under the tree.” 
Dominique McGhee, Emergency 
Food Pantry Manager said, “Our guests also receive a holiday 
food box so they can enjoy a Christmas meal at home.”

“I also depend on the House of Peace to help clothe my 
family,” Schynitha added. “I try to make an appointment to 
stop by the Capuchin Clothes Closet twice per month. With 
three children ages 14, 12 and 8 years old we can always use 
clothing.”

Recently the House of Peace received a donated computer and 
held a drawing. “I won,” Schynitha said. “When I got home 
my children were so excited that they could finally do their 
homework at home.”

The family doesn’t have internet 
or cable so the computer is 
more of a word processor. “But 
my kids can finally write their 
reports and submit them looking 
nice.”

Once per month Schynitha 
and her three children visit the 
Emergency Food Pantry. “The 
kids just love Dominique. So I 
bring them to say “hi” and I need 
them to help me carry the food 
home.”

One of the food items that 
Schynitha receives is meat from 
Usinger’s. Dominique explained, 
“Schynitha’s family is one of 
the hundreds of families that 

are benefiting from the one and 
one half tons of sausage and 
meat we are receiving after last 
year’s Capuchin Run Walk for the 
Hungry to German Fest.”

Schynitha said, “I hope everyone who went last year brings 
a friend. We need meat in our community and Usinger’s is 
delicious!” Fr. Perry added, “I join Schynitha in encouraging 
people to sign up to run or walk this year. The form is on the 
back and the registration form is online. Help the House of 
Peace raise funds and meat to feed the poor this year.”

Schynitha Mills poses with Archbishop Jerome Listecki on Holy 
Thursday. She was one of 100 people who received food and hygiene 
supplies. The food was donated by Father Gene’s Help Center and the 
hygiene supplies were collected by St. Mary’s Visitation Parish and School, 
Elm Grove. Archbishop Listecki handed out hams donated by Badger Hams. 

Disabled Single Mom Finds Food & Friendship
Mother of Three Celebrates Christmas & Easter Blessings
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House of Peace 
Ministry Council

Chairperson: 
Diane Knight, M.S.W.

Members At Large:
Chuck Cmeyla

Julie J. Darnieder, J.D.
Felice Green, M.B.S.

Anthony Myers
Thelma Sias

Sr. Shawnee Sykes, SSND
Pang Vang, RN, MEd, CHES

Fr. Gary Wegner, O.F.M., Capuchin

Pastoral Director:
Fr. Perry McDonald, 

O.F.M., Capuchin

Executive Director: 
Gerri Sheets-Howard, M.Div.  

The House of Peace is a 501(c)(3) ministry of the 
Capuchin Province of St. Joseph. All donations are tax 

deductible as allowable by law.

House of Peace Services
• Emergency Food Pantry
• Clothing Center
• Spiritual Care
• Nursing Clinic
• Legal Clinic
• Social Worker
• Meeting Space
• Teen Scholarship Program
• American Cancer Society Loaning 

Closet
• Chapel

Blessings of Service
by Gerri Sheets-Howard, M.A., Executive Director

Hi, Ma!  She called out from across 
the room.  I looked around, to see 

whom the greeting was addressed, and to 
my surprise it was to me.  I am a mother 
of two adult sons, but I never imagined 
that to some guests coming to the House 
of Peace, I had become a mother figure.

It is important for me to talk with as 
many guests as possible, because it is 
through these conversations that I get the 
true back story.  Now I am able to direct 
guests to the UWM-Community Nursing 
Center, Marquette University Volunteer 
Legal Clinic, or to the Social Worker so 
that they can get the assistance they need 
to live a more peace filled life.

It is because of the generosity of our 
donors, that we were able to provide 

assistance to a young woman who 
struggled to enroll in college, and 
needed a computer in order to complete 
her assignments.  

Your love for the “least of these,” helped 
the House of Peace to provide furniture 
for a family who had been homeless for 
almost a year.  Your commitment to this 
ministry, has allowed us to help a mother 
to have a furnace repaired, during a 
harsh winter, so that her children would 
be warm.

So they call me Ma, and that’s ok.  I 
along with staff and volunteers are able 
to nurture, listen, correct, and encourage 
those in need, expressing all of the 
wonderful attributes of Mothers.

Social Networking

YouTube.com/
HouseOfPeaceMKE

Facebook.com/
HouseOfPeaceMKE

Twitter.com/HouseOfPeace

Grants Help Fund House of Peace’s Services
Did you know that the House of Peace receives no government funding? Over 70% of 
our income comes from individual donors. Grants from foundations and corporations 
are an important part of how we close the gap.

Could you help the House of Peace care for the poor with a grant? If you work for, 
or are retired from, an employer who has a foundation or makes corporate gifts to 
charities perhaps you can! Many employers will direct gifts at the recommendation 
of their employees. 

To learn more, contact your employer’s HR office and ask about corporate gifts. Let 
us know who to contact or how to apply and we’ll do the rest.

Some families also have personal foundations or donor advised funds with 
community foundations. The House of Peace has received support in the past from 
donor advised funds at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation, the Catholic Community 
Foundation and the Waukesha County Community Foundation among others. If your 
family has a fund with these community foundations or are set up at a bank or a 
financial advisor, you can make a gift to the House of Peace.

Contact us with the information your fund requires and we’ll be happy to complete 
an application for a grant. Our grant writer’s contact information is:

Jessica Zvara-Grochowski, M.P. A.
St. Francis Capuchin Center

1927 N 4th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212-3611

414.374.8841, ext. 28
jzvara@thecapuchins.org
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I was hungry and you gave me food… I was naked and you gave me clothing… (Matthew Chapter 25)

Kathryn Czisny first learned about the House of Peace from 
her parish, St. Francis Borgia in Cedarburg. The members 
of St. Francis donate clothing, holiday food boxes, serve 
as volunteers in the Capuchin Clothes Closet and hold 
“Breakfast with Baby Jesus” each year. 

Impressed by the Capuchins’ ministry 
to the poor, Kathryn became a donor 
almost a decade ago. “Each time I 
make a gift I have received a call from 
Fr. Perry,” Kathryn said. “The last 
time he invited me to tour the House of 
Peace as I had never been here before.”

Fr. Perry McDonald, Pastoral Director, 
calls many donors to thank them for 
their gifts and speaks at local parishes, 
schools and other groups about the 
House of Peace. “I like to share how 
we Capuchins’ minister here on the 
corner of 17th and Walnut Streets. 
Now I’d like to invite all of our 
donors to come by for a tour.”

Smiling Fr. Perry added, “You can get to know the ministry 
so much better if you actually visit. I am very happy to give 
any donor a tour as I am proud of our services to the poor.” 
Kathryn said, “I am so surprised at how much is offered here 

to those in need. I had no idea you had 
so many services.”

Kathryn continued, “I am also very 
impressed with the staff. I can see that 
they really care about the people who 
come to the House of Peace seeking 
help. They are a loving and caring 
group of people who genuinely care 
about the guests and their needs.”

Fr. Perry said, “I want to invite anyone 
reading this newsletter to contact me 
if they’d like to visit. Just call or email 
me and I’ll set up a tour for you. My 
phone number at the House of Peace is 
414.933.1300, ext. 13 and my email is 

pmcdonald@thecapuchins.org.” 

Kathryn Czisny poses with Capuchin Fr. Perry McDonald, OFM 
in the emergency food pantry at the conclusion of her tour.

Long Time Donor Learns More About House of Peace

Dove Notes
by Fr. Perry McDonald, OFM, Capuchin

The Capuchin Run/Walk for the Hungry will take place on the 
opening day of German Fest, Friday, July 25, 2014. German 

Fest opens on the Summer Fest grounds at 3:00pm and the Run/
Walk will take place at 7:00pm. Since February of this year a 
committee has been very busy planning the event. Last year 3,114 
people participated with 75 teams being organized while many 
others just came for the fun. We are hoping to break those records 
this year.

The run is a 5K sprint and the walk is for 2 miles both on level 
sidewalks along the lakefront. You can participate as an individual 
or as a member of a team (my team’s name is “Peacemakers”). You 
can find all the information you need, costs as well as the freebies 
you will receive by clicking on:

 www.capuchinsrunwalkforthehungry.org.

All proceeds from the Run/Walk go to feed the hungry who come 
to the House of Peace and St. Ben’s Community Meal. This is the 
one major fund raiser of the House of Peace for the year. We could 
certainly use your support! We need sponsors for the event willing 
to donate $250.00 (and up) who will sign up by clicking on the 
Sponsor page on the Run/Walk website.

Besides getting needed exercise, viewing the great Milwaukee 
lakefront, receiving free entrance into German Fest for you and 
your family/friends, a t-shirt, etc., you will also meet a great crowd 
of people who truly want to help the hungry continue to receive food 
and other needed items through the House of Peace and St. Ben’s 
Community Meal. Will I see you there?

Fr. Perry McDonald, O.F.M.Capuchin
Pastoral Director
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